2" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JANUARY 18, 2026

After the beautiful season of Advent and Christmas, the Church returns to Ordinary Time, immersing
ourselves in the gift of everyday life, where we are challenged to live out our faith patiently and
diligently. Isaiah proclaims, in our 1* reading:

‘I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ (Is. 49,6)

The witness value of our daily living-out of our faith illumines our sisters and brothers. We recognize
the effect this has on the world. This light of which Isaiah speaks is our life, our witness and gift to the
world.

St. Paul, in our 2™ reading, states:

‘To the Church of God...called to be saints, together with all those who in every place
call on the name or our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.’
(1 Corinthians 1. 3)
Our vocation as Christians is to be saints, followers of Christ in whom we live and move and have our
being. Each of us in a unique fashion participates in the dignity of the children of God. John the
Baptist, in our Gospel passage following the Baptism of Jesus, proclaims our call to follow Jesus.
Beginning the New Year, we open our hearts to the energy of the Spirit who guides us to fidelity and
joy in following the Gospel. Our faith is a constant reminder to reflect this joy of the Gospel, thereby

affecting the world around us.

We pray for all those who witness to the faith with lives filled with hope and confidence.

Blessings of peace for 2026,

Fr. Don



