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Flame of Faith
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Pentecost power and possibility pulsate through our pastoral paragraphs this weekend – saluting the Birthday of Church – our anniversary, each of us; we remember the arrival of God’s Spirit.
In Acts, God’s Spirit, poured out on all believers, astonished and empowered, enabling them (and us) to proclaim God’s mighty deeds.

Then comes Paul explaining to then and current Corinthians, we come together to worship and serve in the Holy Spirit, who works uniquely in every one of us.

Our gospel remembers Jesus coming to friends in a new and entirely different dimension, breathing on them the Spirit of forgiveness and peace – a new form of his perpetual presence in Church.  He makes it clear that anything they (and us) do from Pentecost day and beyond is God acting through us.

Note, he doesn’t speak of organizing or enforcing rules, but offers a liberating message.  “You are sent as I was sent.”  We all know what that means:  heal, encourage, love, forgive until our last drop of energy evaporates.  It is both more difficult and simpler then what we have often thought of the church’s work; teach morals, preserve the organization, keep the rules.  But the wisdom and strength to carry out the commitment will come from Holy Spirit.

As younger folk, many of us memorized the seven gifts of the Spirit, qualifying for Confirmation.  These gifts are needed all along the way – in every heart and household; in every parish person – wherever, two or more are gathered.  We need the encouragement to speak of and to be the words and ways of God.  Our time needs the forcefulness, the commitment, and the wonder to energize our parishes again.  Perhaps we’re too cautious, like the early disciples huddled away in a locked room out of fear, to speak.  Maybe we are waiting for an appearance, a sign, further faith instructions, a personal divine invitation!
Certainly it is easier to spot the actions of God in the heroic happenings, in the midst of figurative wind and flame.  But we would be wise not to miss the smaller, still and quiet ways that God’s Spirit is available to us, always breathing new possibilities into our lives, making us temples of the Holy Spirit, God-in-us like a perpetual flame of faith.

So here it is:  Pentecost, the feast day of Church, marking the partnership between humanity and Spirit.  Like any birthday, it’s a good time to awaken within us the release of the gifts that are uniquely ours.  Make that wish with as much conviction as you dare.  And then watch and wait – such prayers are answered with more results than you may imagine.
Acts 2:1-11; Ps.104; 1 Cor. 12:3-7, 12-13; Sequence; Jn. 20:19-23 
