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Till the end of Time…and beyond     
      
  
   
           June 17, 2011
Who is God for you?  Just drop that question on the coffee clatch at Tim Horton’s after the 10 am Mass.  You may start World War III, for you’ll have a variety of customers, - some more constituted by coffee then commitment; and it is a very personal question since everyone experiences God in their own unique way.  Still it is particularly pertinent worth contemplating on this June Trinity Sunday.
The traditional take on the doctrine is – “three persons in one God”; quite puzzling to contemporary coffee clatches and congregations for whom ‘persons’ normally means ‘people’ (even though they realize that this is not really so in Trinity terms).

Today’s readings convey this most magnificent of the mysteries, that God reaches out to people in creative love, seeking the closest of commitment with us.  In Exodus, God’s revelation compels Moses to bow in worship and beg God’s accompanying presence…”a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”  Though not a definition, this might well be the best description of God to be found anywhere in our tradition.  (and a challenging thought for future, this Father’s Day)
Citing all three Persons of the Trinity, Paul urges Corinthians then and now to live together in harmony and holy peace.  It’s a familiar faith greeting to Massgoers, invited by the ‘grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,’ be with all of you!
In our gospel, Jesus converses with Nicodemus about God’s ways of salvation.  One could still have such a conversation with some faith folks who on some current communication channels give the impression that religion is all about condemnation and judgment, succeeding only in motivating people to prefer to be ‘included out’.  It is also the motivation for some more fundamental faithful to flock to the message, imagining it gives a subscriber a higher moral ground from which to look down on others.

The opening gospel sentence is one of the best known and most essential of all inspired ideas.  It has been called ‘John’s gospel in a nutshell’, God’s place of salvation; Jesus wanting every Nicodemus wherever to understand that God’s desire is not to consign sinners to oblivion, but to save the life once so generously brought into being…”God so loved the world…”, we all know what follows.  How does our belief in God’s salvation affect our lives today?

Trinity is not a challenge of comprehension; for try as we might, we will never understand the mystery.  It is but an invitation of acceptance, to believe in God’s tender working in our lives, and such realization to prompt us to fully live out that faithfulness.

There are those who through no fault of their own, know nothing of God or gospel, but who live with sincere hearts and who by their actions, live through the dictates of conscience…we leave their futures in God’s good graces.

For the rest of us, we can be happy to accept that the Trinity, in whatever way God exists within Trinity, will be with us on our future roads, to the end of time…and beyond.
Ex. 34:4-6, 8-9; 2 Cor. 13:11-13; John 3:16-18 
