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We are not alone
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Somewhere in the distant past, before the first shuttle launch of Columbia in April 1981, at our annual priest’s preached retreat, we were subjected to a very vivid version of the feast of Ascension…as Jesus rose heavenward, he saw Jerusalem, Nazareth, Galilee, Greece and finally Rome.  It was descriptively dramatic, but precisely what the Ascension is not about.
The meaning of the feast is found outside human history; still its implications touch the lives of every believer.  We might wonder what really happened on that Ascension Day.  Is it about Jesus being carried away on a cloud?  Is it about being physically lifted up, a kind of believer’s “Beam me up, Scotty?”

The space travel that our generation knows so well underscores the ambiguity of such fantasy.  Our readings give us a few descriptive details of the event, but the Ephesians text tells best what Jesus’ ascension signifies; his exaltation to his place of honor with God in heaven, has implications for our lives here and now on earth.

In our opening reading, faith-followers are not to “stand looking up toward heaven”, preoccupied with the past.  Their attention is redirected to the future.  In the gospel, Jesus commissions his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, to baptize and teach, never to criticize and condemn.  We are to share the good news not only with others, but also with ourselves, remaining open to constant growth.

Jesus is not going to go away.  After twenty centuries, all those who have claimed down the years, that the Christian phenomenon was a fad, have been disproved.  Those who thought that crucifying Jesus would put an end to the matter were mistaken.  Those who still are committed to killing current believers, so as to stop the story from spreading are miscalculating the mystery.  Jesus is not going away – ever!
Jesus is not going away because you and I and many others like us are here.  God’s commitment to us did not cease when the earthly ministry of Jesus was completed.  The ascension is a reminder that Jesus’ ministry has now been handed over to us.  Where we are, He is.  By our attitudes, our words and deeds, we feature the fact of Jesus’ life to those around us.

This is a treasured task we are given, but given with an awesome assurance.  His last recorded words in our gospel are his promise “…remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

“I” – not my portrait, diary, recipe collection or any of the thousand other ways humans are remembered.  Knowing that presence gives confidence for whatever lies ahead.  We are not alone.
Acts 1:1-11; Ps.47; Eph. 1:17-23; Mt. 28:16-20 
