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In the earlier days before ecumenical attitudes were tolerated, more than once we were probably asked:  “Have you been saved?”  It may have been intended as a concerned question, but was rarely received as such by the one questioned, because too frequently it was more accusation than invitation, implying there was only one authentic manner of commitment…and the one questioned didn’t have it!
In our weekend gospel, which by the way was already being proclaimed just as clearly in those earlier days, Jesus assures listeners…”in God’s house there are many dwelling places.”  In other words, there is room for everybody.  This encouragement is not meant to promote every and any idiosyncrasy imagined, as the newest spirituality, but to acknowledge the diversity of valid sacred searches.

In these sentences saluting the farewell advice of Jesus, he’s preparing his friends for his reason for rising.  He does this with a tender concern, giving them not abstract assurances, but an image they can grasp now and gather to later…”I go to prepare a place for you…so that where I am, there you may be also.”

The preliminary passages of the day invite the same confidence, to see our living as a journey to a familiar final home with God.  Journeying with Jesus means being joined with him into a spiritual house, people of a holy nation.

This is important for believers especially to understand.  We do not need to waste time and teaching wondering about the nature of heaven nor the demeanor of the Divine.  The truth of the gospel is the heaven we seek.

Our belief is that Jesus came to save us; otherwise we wouldn’t be reading from these pages.  This is the one we meet Sunday upon Sunday in our gospels.  This is the kind of God we have.

Of course, God is still mysterious; the infinite, majestic Creator of our universe.  Sometimes God may seem distant, as the daily newspapers chronicle confusing and contradictory behavior by some believers, that challenges the credibility of church belief and practice.

When this surfaces, the challenge is to address diversity and disagreements and any crisis honestly and to reflect on the deepest ground of faith; to let ourselves be as we are referred to in Peter’s passage:  that “chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.”
Acts 6:1-7; Ps.33; 1 Peter 2:1-9; John 14:1-12 
