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Comforter, Counselor, Helper
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Not too many of us live with strangers.  Perhaps when we go to college for the first time or move into a new neighborhood or move away to work.  But usually we live with those we know and who know us, and care about us.
So on this weekend, when the word assures us we’re “to be given an Advocate, to be with us forever”, it’s a homey image we can relate to, connecting to those who share homes and schools and job situations and church pews.  These are those who know us best, at our most relaxed, with whom its neither necessary nor profitable to be pretentious.
Put simply and safely, God is no longer a distant deity, but One involved with us, even in all our quirks, as our Advocate, better translated Comforter, Counselor or Helper, who says, “ I will not leave you orphaned”; a seven-syllable mantra used by many religious traditions.
It’s an image we can relate to, as there are millions of orphaned children wandering our world aimlessly, near and far, helpless and homeless; alone!  And the burden of putting flesh on this sacred seven-syllable mantra may mean some discomfort for us.  The truth can be troublesome, for it comes with a price tag, and in some instances it’s a price people are unprepared to pay.
The author of our second reading has some positive principles to guide our pilgrimage encouraging the early (and present day) practioners to lives of gentleness and reverence, with clear and committed consciences.  Living such lessons, we become the evidence that Jesus now lives through people like us.

This is a message that needs to be repeated and respected.  There are reasons for our witness to still be gentle and respectful.  Christian comportment can too often be construed too harshly and accusingly, not as an invitation but rather as command and condemnation.  Few folks have ever been shamed or cajoled into faith following.  A gentle invitation to belonging is much better bait.
Jesus doesn’t leave us orphaned trying to figure it out by ourselves; we have an Advocate – a Helper – God’s Spirit:  We need not go it alone.  There will always be some who either don’t or won’t believe and don’t or won’t belong.  Belief plays no serious part of their lives; they simply try to impose their views on reality.  Their favorite word is “choice”, which they think takes care of everything, including God and goodness.

Life will always have its share of obscurity and uncertainty.  This weekend’s wisdom only asks that we do our best, our Advocate accompanying us.  We take God’s word as God’s guarantee:  “I will not leave you orphaned”…available at every moment, unfolding that truth before our eyes.  We are never alone, within our homes and our hearts always lives the One who is ever at our side.
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps.66; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21 
