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We had hoped
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It was an afternoon quite like today, getting ready for Mother’s Day stroll, and our gospel has Jesus taking a wee walk over to Emmaus.  He happens upon two disciples who don’t recognize him.  This isn’t the only post-resurrection meeting in which this non recognition surfaces.  One commentator, has Jesus observing that he could walk from Emmaus to the twenty-first century, and very few people would recognize him.
Fortunately, as our gospel develops, these two distraught disciples, gradually realize this “stranger” – companion is Jesus resurrected.  They had spoken about their shattered hopes and the “stranger” wants to know what they are discussing!

His question prefaces the longest speech in the gospels by someone other than Jesus, ending in the touching tribute “we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.”

When this stranger interprets the Scriptures for them, comprehension begins, and after a meal is shared together, these two companions moved from the poignant and plaintive “we had hoped” attitude to hearts burning with blessedness and shouts of joy.  The power of the word broken open in the Scripture, and the breaking of bread which was the forerunner of the Eucharists celebrated ever since down the centuries.

The Emmaus encounter reached its climax in that conversation and meal; these companions gradually grasping that the mysterious stranger is the risen Jesus.  The Emmaus story is typical for us religious types caught up in our too easy Jesus jargon; we too all but let Jesus slip away unseen from our midst.

This weekend’s wisdom can resurrect us who in our commitment to Communion have an on-going opportunity to keep our eyes open in the “breaking of the Bread.”  The education of the Emmaus duo comes in that they do recognize the resurrected Jesus in the end, even before their eyes can see and their hearts understand.  The pattern of word and sacrament in the story becomes that of our Christian liturgy and life.

Today’s excerpt from Peter’s speech in Acts, is a sample of earlier street preachers.  Peter claims that the state put to death Jesus, sent by God, but that Jesus is not stopped by death, that the wonders he worked still live.  If only a wee bit of what current preachers say was heard, it would seriously disrupt the way of current customs.  Lots of folks still don’t seem to get it, or don’t want to.

Our middle 1 Peter piece is a reminder that unlike those who choose their treasure from the offerings of the world – possessions, power and position, - we find our hope in the Vatican II definition, “the pilgrim people of God.”  That image has waned and of late we move more like a tightly orchestrated procession with clearly defined duties.  The prayer still rises:  “We were hoping,” as pilgrims will, as they pass through alien lands.
It is this faith focus that keeps us moving forward, companioned or alone, sometimes when the way seems uncertain.  Our faith and hope, Christ-centered, makes our journey as church the only destination a faith-follower of the risen Jesus can know.
Acts 2:14,22-33; Ps.16; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35 
